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EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIP: 

MALTA HUMILIATED AT SEVILLE 

by HENRY BRINCAT | goal victory to oust the Nether- . Maltese soccer hi 


• The 12-1 defeat suffered yester¬ 
day against Spain in Seville broke 
the record score against Malta in 
an away match. 

The Spaniards needed an eleven 

Colossal 12—1 
win for Spain 

SEVILLE, Dec. 21. 
• Spain pulled off an extraordinary 
,12-1 win over Malta here tonight to 
grab the last place in next year’sEuro- 
pean Soccer Championship finals in 
France. 

The Spaniards had to win by an 11- 
goal margin to qualify in Group Seven 
ahead of the Netherlands, and 
hundreds of supporters invaded the 
pitch when they achieved it 
Carlos S anti liana and Hipolito 
Rincon scored four goals apiece for 
the Spaniards, who were just 3-1 up at 
halftime. Defender Antonio Maceda 
netted twice in a minute and Manuel 
Sarabia and Juan Senor scored the 
two others. 

Right back Senor redeemed himself 
after crashing a penalty against 
goalkeeper John Bonello’s right post 
just three minutes after the kick-off. 
The little defender completed 


goal victory to oust the Nether¬ 
lands from a place in next year’s 
finals in France, but after the 5-0 
defeat in Rotterdam against the 
Dutch on Saturday, no one ex¬ 
pected the Maltese to go down so 
feebly to the Spaniards, particu¬ 
larly after only being 3-1 down at 
the interval. 

Without any shadow of doubt, 
this is the sort of result which re¬ 
ally humiliates one and all, that is, 
when considering the situation in 
the Group before yesterday’s final 
match. 

Till last night, it was not yet 
known whether the Maltese 
football authorities had decided to 
hold any investigation into the re¬ 
sult. Never in the history of 


Maltese soccer have we ever 
touched rock bottom as in this 
case. 

Judging from current standards, 
we were being led to believe that a 
certain amount of progress had 
been achieved, particularly after 
last Saturday’s defeat at the hands 
of the mighty Dutch. 

Now it is certainly high time for 
the M.F.A. to consider seriously a 
withdrawal from future competi¬ 
tions. If one is to consider our 
standard following yesterday’s re¬ 
cord away defeat, then either we 
are still miles and miles behind all 
the others, or else something must 
have gone wrong starting with the 
administration and culminating in 
the performance of the players. 


Italians start out on 
the long road to recovery 

PERUGIA, Dec. 21. 

• World champions Italy, already eliminated from next year’s 
European soccer Championship finals, will attempt to regain a 
little self-respect when they meet humble Cyprus in their final 
qualifying match here tomorrow. 

The Italians, without a win in 3-0 in a friendly, and have not h 
Group Five, take on bottom such a disastrous intematioi 
placed Cyprus desperate to bury run f or 70 years. But victory o\ 


me Italians, without a win in 3-0 in a friendly, and have not had 
Group Five, take on bottom such a disastrous international 
placed Cyprus desperate to bury run for 70 years. But victory over 
the memory of the 1-1 draw in Cyprus tomorrow could start 
Nicosia last February the final them on the road to recovery for. 
ignominy for a side crowned the defence of their crown in 
champions of the world less than Mexico in 1986. 

18 months ago m Spain. Manager Enzo Bearzot is de- 

1 The Italians have won only one termined to put his team’s 
match since then, beating Greece “darkest year” behind him and is 
_ continuing to rebuild the side 

M ft! ready to humble the world again 

I I 11111 in Mexico, although In- 

\M I I mm temazionale striker Sandro Al- 

tobelli has been recalled in place 
[ _ g _ of Lazio’s Bruno Giordano, who 

1 if% W00% I I 1*1 is ruled out with injury. 

Ill II 1111 1 I Alto belli will be joined by 

• ■ ■ ■ " ■ striker Paolo Rossi, who has fully 

-... _ recovered his form at Juventus 

YUGOSLAVIA .3 a ^ ter 311 indifferent start to the 

season. 


Goal in dying seconds 
sees Yugoslavia through 


SPLIT, Dec. 21. 


The little defender completed 

Spain’s dozen five minutes from time • Yugoslavia’ robbed Wales of a place in next year’s European 
when he beat Bonello from point- ^ ~—1 


blank range after a botched pass by 
the harassed Maltese defence. 

The goal meant Spain and the 
Netherlands had the same goal differ- 


soccer Championship finals with a last-minute goal which clinched 

^ _ n n _ * __ ti t -_* i_j. . 


BULGARIA 


a 3-2 victory over Bulgaria here today. 
Defender Ljubomir Radanovie ’Germany, 


Yugoslav players 


.Z Fiorentina’s Giovanni Galli 

—-- takes over in goal from Ivano 

admitted Bordon, who played in the 3-0 


Belgium, Portugal, they had played badly and agreed home defeat by Sweden in Oc- 


Vug*!™.-* too ^'be Rumania and hosts luck and Simovic had helped tober. 


defenders 


in the Group to join hosts France, de- picked up a cross from the left France. 

fending champions West Germany, and headed low from five metres 1 In the last 30 minutes of the all- 
Rumania, Portugal, Belgium, Den- into the right-hand comer Balkan clash in Split, the Bulga- 
fTifaic 311 ^ Yugoslavia in next June’s b e y 0nd the reach of Bulgarian rians looked more like winning 


them win. “I scored the decisive Vierchowod of Sampdoria and 
goal but Simovic is the hero of the Ubaldo Righetti of Roma com- 

-_:_, • • , c 


match. r ‘Radanovie said. 
Disappointed Bulgarian man- 


bine in defence. 
PROBABLE 


TEAMS 


Malta, beaten 5-0 by the Dutch last goalkeeper Mikhailov. 


the match and achieving a 3-2 vie- ager Ivan Vucov said: “We could ITALY:-Galli, Bergomi, Cabrini, 


Wednesday, never attempted to at- The goal turned a draw, which tory which would have made have won, we could have travel- Baresi, Vierchowod, Righetti, 
tack, entrenching themselves close to would have seen waiting Wales them Group winners. led to France. Unfortunately my Conti, Bagni, Rossi, Dossena, 

BoneUo’s goal. through to the finals, into a win. Three times in the closing players missed several clear ch- Altobelli. 

poal fn* th^ n which gave it to Yugoslavia. It stages, Bulgarian players were ances in the closing minutes”. CYPRUS: Konstantinu, 

winger Michael Degiorgio had already was the second time in a week clear in front of the Yugoslav goal Bulgarin captain Dimitrov Miamiliotis, Kesos, Pantziaras, 

been booked for delaying play and Yugoslavia had snatched the only for ill-luck or Yugoslav said: “This is a sports tragedy. We Erotokiritu, Jangudiakis, 

there were scuffles when the Group Four prize which had goalkeeper Zoran Simovic to were better. We should have won Tsighis, Kunas, Theophanus, 


Bonello s goal through to the finals, into a win. Three times in the closing players missed several clear 

eoal h fn which 8 av e it to Yugoslavia. It stages, Bulgarian players were ances in the closing minutes” 

winger Michael Degiorgio had already was the second time in a week clear in front of the Yugoslav goal Bulgarian captain Dimii 

been booked for delaying play and Yugoslavia had snatched the only for ill-luck or Yugoslav said: “This is a sports tragedy 


! et 1116 ^ seemed destined for Wales. save the home side. 

q Degiorgio^was senToff for time- a 14 draw from Wales In the 89th minute, when the 

wasting in the 77th minute, but before 10 minutes from the end of their whole Yugoslav side pressed for- 
that he managed to score his side’s match in Cardiff last week and ward in a desperate effort to score 
only goal. In one of Malta’s rare upfield pulled off a victory against the the winner, three Bulgarian play- 
shSfrom run of Pky to thwart the Welsh ers faced Simovic in a swift 


sorties in the 24th minute Dc 
shot from outside the area, the 


•7AAVS* iiVIU UUW1UC WIC CU CO, UIC MOU IUI * ^ 1 

Maceda’s hip and caught goalkeeper a 8 ain toaay 
Francisco Buyo wrong-footed. Small wo 


Santiliana comp 
in the 29th minute, 


Small wonder that Wales man- 


ers faced Simovic in a swift 
counter-attack. 

But the Yugoslav keeper de- 


completed his hat-trick acer Mike England declared he fleeted the shot and Yugoslavia 
inute, but it was after the ‘charged downfield. Radanovic’s 


but luck turned its back on us”. Fotis, Kuis. 

Italian officials concerned 
by soccer crowd violence 

ROME. 

Sports officials have expressed rising concern over an epidemic 


interval thaTWpain pufied^ mitaU file was “shattered” after listening to ‘charged lo^nfnSrlr^IxiO of vlclous hooliganism among normally weU-behaved Italian soc- 
stops. In the end they were unlucky the match on the radio at his glorious goal sent nearly *u,uuu C er crowds this season. 


not to beat their scoring record of 1933 Welsh home, 
when they trounced Bulgaria 13-0. “It was inj 

Malta lined up as follows: winning ana 

Bonello, M. Farrugia (Busuttil), E. 

Farrugia, Schembri, Holland, But- thought that 
tigieg, Demanuele, R. Farrugia, ance , he saw 
Tortell, Fabri, Degiorgio. it went in. ai 

HOW THEY FINISHED «rrihe I iust 


fans home delirious with joy. 


“The soccer community must hooliganism continued. 


ced Bulgaria 13-0. “It was injury time when that Bozidar Iskrenov scored first do -jj m its power to halt the vio- Six people were injured in Flor- 

amieiaTBusuttil) E winning goal came, and I really Bulgaria. Safet Susie of i enC e”, Italian National Olympic ence last Sunday when rival fans 
mbrif Holland, But- thought that we were going to Fr- French First Division Paris Samt Committee chairman Franco armed with knives and sticks 
uele, R. Farrugia, ance”, he said. “My feeUngs when Gennain scored twice eitner side Carraro told a press conference, clashed during a goalless draw 


iorgio. it went in. are impossible to de- 

Y FINISHED scribe. I just felt sick, and that is 

P W D L F APts gjj j can say”. 

OUT 104 010 * ^ 


of the interval to put Yugoslavia 
in front but another Bulgarian 


Carraro said he was consider- between Roma and Fiorentina. 
ing a meeting with Interior Minis- And in Rome, Lazio supporters 


Spain. 8 6 1 1 24 8 13 

Netherlands ... 8 6 1 1 22 6 13 

Ireland . 8 4 1 3 20 10 9 

Iceland. 8 1 1 6 3 13 3 

Malta . 8 1 0 7 5 37 2 


goal from captain Georgi Di- Oscar Scalfaro to discuss went on the rampage when a con- 


The win gave Yugoslavia the mitrov left it all-square until cr0 wd control methods 


3 20 in seventh place in the eight-team Radanovic’s winner. 


finals in France. They join de¬ 
fending champions West 


rowd control methods. troversial last-minute equaliser 

• Italian Professional Footbal- by Udinese robbed the home side 


• - . 1 . 1 , « * A * VlVdiUVlUU M. W bVUl WJ W IllVtJV 1VOWU V* IV A *V1 

* am so 1 1 can lers Association chairman Sergio of a much-needed victory. 


BOXING: 

Hearns wants second try 
against Ray Leonard 

NEW YORK 

World Boxing Council (WBC) super welterweight champion 
Thomas Hearns said he has recovered from a right-hand injury and 
is anxious for another fight against Sugar Ray Leonard, the only 
man ever to beat him. 

Hearns, attending a press con¬ 
ference to promote his first title Hearns said he did not know 
defence against Luigi Minchillo what to expect from Minchillo in 
of Italy, had Leonard uppermost their 12-rounder but that was no 


West hardly speak, Yugpslav man- Campana said players might call 

-j ager Todor Veseknovic said. We a one-match strike. 

I were lucky. Bulgaria surprised Parliamentarv denutv Claudio 


ampana said players might call Other incidents this season 
:>ne-match strike. have included the beating to 

Parliamentary deputy Claudio death of a young soccer fan in 


us. They are an excellent and Pontello, whose brother Ranieri Florence and the near fatal stab- 
strongteam . j s president of First Division bing of an Austrian supporter in 

TFNNIS’ Club Fiorentina, suggested a MilanduringtheUEFACupbat- 

month’s suspension of the Lea- tie between Inter Milan and Au- 


in his mind. worry either. 

“I want Leonard”, he said of the “I don’t know anything about 

^former undisputed welterweight Minchillo at ail”, he said. “That’s 
champion who recently an- best for me. If I prepared for him 
nounced his return to the ring. a certain way and he came out a 
“That fight would be worth 20 different way I could be in trou- 
million dollars each’\ ble”. 

But first, Hearns will have to Hearns, of course, is well famil- 


ble”. 

Hearns, of course, is well famil- 


get past 28-year-old Minchillo, iar with Leonard, 
the former European Junior mid- “I want to fight Leonard be- 

dleweight champion, who boasts cause I came so close”, Hearns 
a record of 42-2. said, referring to their 1981 rout 

The venue of the January 27 for the welterweight title. “I 
bout has not been announced but never should have lost that 
promoters said a deal is close to fight”. Leonard retained his 


stage the fight in Las Vegas. 


crown when the referee halted 


Hearns will also have to prove the contest in the 14th round, 
he is ready to use his once- Asked if he has improved as a 
vaunted right hand. In capturing fighter since then, Hearns re- 
the title a year ago with a points plied: “I am a much smarter 


decision 


Puerto Rican thinker, a much wiser man”. 


Wilfredo Benitez, Hearns fought Earlier this month, Leonard an- 

the final rounds with two dis- nounced an end to a 13-month re¬ 
located bones in his hand. tirement forced by surgery to cor- 

But the 25-year-old champion, rect a partly detached retina in 
who has won 37 fights against the his left eye. 
one defeat, said his right hand felt Doctors have assured him the 

fine and ultra-sound treatment eye is completely healed and 
and exercises after the cast came Leonard aims to enter the profes- 
off had left him with no health sional ring again in February for 
worries. the first time in two years. 


strong team ’. 

TENNIS: 

PRINCETOURNAMENT . 
AT UNION CLUB 

• A team tennis event on the 
same lines as the Donald Agius 
Cup, but restricted to ladies, is to 
be held at the Union Club next 
month. This will be known as the 
Union Club Prince Tennis 
Tournament. 

The lady participants will be as¬ 
signed to teams under respective 
captains and doubles matches 
will be played. 

The members of the winning 
team will all be awarded a prize, 
but the major attraction will be a 
Prince racquet, kindly donated 
by the local agents, M. Demajo 
(Playthings) Ltd., which will go 
to the lady participant whose 
name will be drawn from among 
all those who take part in the 
competition and who will attend 
the presentation function. 

The closing date for entries is 
Monday, December 31. Matches 
will be played every Wednesday 
morning and the first encounters 
are scheduled for Wednesday, 
January 11. 

Corinthia win HRS A 
Christmas Cup 

• Corinthia Group won the 
Hotels and Restaurants Association 
Christmas Cup, when in the final 
yesterday, they beat Grand Hotel 
Excelsior 5-3 after the taking of 
penalties. 

The score at the end of extra 
time remained locked at 1-1. 


Championship 


the gtria Vienna earlier this month. 


NOW OPEN 


BARGAINS St. Rita Street, Rabat 

Christmas Special offer 

on DINNER SETS 

for 12 persons from Lm70 

Variety of handcut crystal etc — Spindryers from Lm48, oil heaters 
from Lm17.75, Heaters from Lm6.45 other gifts and household 
goods available 

Telephone 674165 





REUMNGTON 

MICRO 

SCREEN 

CMuxt 

RtchartMbit 

Stover 

MoMXLR-900 


REMMGTON 

LEKTRO 

Special Maim 
Stover 

Model PM-650 

Too quality shaver 
tor all types ot 
beards Three tx* 
shaving heads 






















